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EDITORIAL

As we look back on 2025, the Nigerian Young Academy

(NYA) is pleased to share its final quarterly newsletter of
the year. This edition 1s special to me. as it is my premier

newsletter as NYA Publicity Secretary, and it reflects a

period defmed by shared purpose, dedication, and impact.

The end-of-year newsletter brings together highlights of our
activities, achievements, and key milestones, illustrating the

Academy’s continued commitment to advancing science,
scholarship, and meaningful conftributions to national
development.

A major highlight of the year was the 15th International
Conference and Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the
NYA themed “Interdisciphnary Pathways: Integrating Art,
Science. Engmeering, Education. Humanities, Health, and
Technology for Sustamable Development”, culminating

m the issuance of a Communique that articulates key
recommendations, shared priorities, and strategic directions
for research, policy engagement, and national development.
The conference provided a platform for interdisciplinary
dialogue and strengthened our resolve to translate research
mto meanmgful societal outcomes.

This edition also proudly unveils the 8th Executive
Council of the NYA, marking a transition into a new era of

leadership. We congratulate the newly elected Executive
Council and express deep appreciation to the outgoing
leadership for ther dedicated service. In the same spirit, we
celebrate the induction of new members for 2025, alongside
recognizing exiting members and award recipients whose
contributions continue to elevate the Academy’s profile.

The Newsletter further features report from the 3 NYA
Working Groups, Physical Sciences, Engmneering, and
Technology (PSciETech), Biological and Health Sciences
(BHS), and Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH),
highlighting progress, innovations, and collaborative efforts
across thematic areas.

We also showcase key activities of the Academy, notably
the commemoration of World Science Day for Peace and
Development, webmar and policy-relevant engagements
facilitated by renowned erudite scholars and of which I had
the privilege to moderate.
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Finally. we celebrate members’ achievements. recognitions.
and publications, reaffirming the strength and diversity of
expertise withm the NYA community.

As we look ahead. let us continue to advance the mission
and vision of the Nigerian Young Academy through
collaboration, mentorship, and knowledge sharing.
Together, we remain committed to excellence, mmpact,
and the pursuit of solutions that improve lives and shape a

better future for Nigeria and beyond.

On behalf of the Publicity committee, I would like to thank
all contributors to this edition of the newsletter and using
this avenue to wish vou all our distinguished readers a
prosperous New year 2026!

Dr. Emelda E. Chukwu MNYA
NYA Publicity Secretary

All enquiries should be directed to the:
Nigerian Young Academy

c/o Executive Secretary

The Nigerian Academy of Science

8A Ransome-Kuti Road

University of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos

Reach us on our social media handles:

a contactNYA (g nigerianyoungacademy2010
@ contactNYA @ Nigerian Young Academy NYA
M nyacademy1@gmail com

Visit our website:
Www.nigerianyoungacademy.org

Publicity Committee

Dr. Emelda E. Chukwu Chair
Dr. Michael Oni Secretary
Dr. Chikaodili Anadebe Member
Dr. Oluwaseun Awosolu Member
Dr. Suleman Bello Member
Dr. Ogechukwu Ezim Member
Dr. Esther Anosike Francis Member
Dr. Samuel Omaji Member
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Newsletter and to reflect briefly on
the progress made since assuming
office four months ago. During
this period, we have focused on
strengthening governance and
reviving key institutional mechanisms to enhance the
Academy’s effectiveness. Key achievements include timely
constitution of standing committees, prompt communication
of General Assembly decisions, and the mstitutionalization of
congratulatory messages to celebrate the accomplishments of
members, fellows, and associates.

We have also strengthened the Academy’s visibility and
engagement. Our social media presence has now been fully

resuscitated across X. Facebook and Instagram. and for the
first time, the Academy is now formally visible on LinkedIn;

together growmg to a total followership of more than 450.

Additionally, we secured Lagos as the host city for the 16th
NYA Conterence and General Assembly in 2026.

Globally, the Academy 1s makmng its voice heard, with
representation at international platforms such as the Annual
Meeting of the African Science Academies (AMASA) which
held in Rabat, Morocco; participation within International
Science Council (ISC) platforms; and active engagement
in Global Young Academy (GYA) working committees.
Significantly, the Academy was formally recognized as
an Affilate Member of the Network of African Science
Academies (NASAC). cementng our continental

and international footprint.

Institutionally, sustamability 1is being ensured through
improved operational systems. A web manager has been
engaged to maintain the website and journal management
systems. Essential subscriptions have been renewed, and
digital filng and archival systems established. A working
budget now guides our activities, prospective donor lists have
been drafted, and sponsorship requests initiated. Comumittees
are actively driving mentorship, leadership development,
zonal initiatives, and strategic university-based engagement.

Looking ahead, the next quarter will focus on expanding
membership, launching mentorship and leadership mitiatives,
advancing jomt proposals through working groups, and
securing support for formal institutional registration. Each
achievement to date is a testament to the dedication of
our members, volunteers, and partners, whose commitment
continues to strengthen the Academy’s vision.
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ﬂlrough collaborahon, partxclpatlon and shared purpose that
we will realize the Academy’s mission: empowering young
scientific minds to advance knowledge, leadership, and
societal impact.

With profound appreciation and anticipation for what lies
ahead.

Prof. Temitope O. Onuminya (Ph.D., FLS, FLEAD, FSN, MNYA)
President, Nigerian Young Academy

NYA NEWS

Communiqué issued at the end of the 15th Annual
Conference and General Assembly of the Nigerian Young

Academy (NYA) held at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

from 25th-28th August 2025

The Nigerian Young Academy (NYA) held its 15th Annual
International Conference and General Assembly from 25th
to 28th August 2025 at Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria,
under the distinguished hosting of the Africa Centre
of Excellence on New Pedagogies in Engineering Education
(ACENPEE). The programme commenced on Monday,
25th August 2025, followng the safe arrival of members,
inductees, awardees, and participants from within

and outside the country.

The event was opened with a Pre-Conference Workshop
on “Navigating Research Ethics and Intellectual Property™
held on 25th August 2025 at the Teleconference Room,
ACENPEE, ABU Zaria. Emment scholars, mcluding Prof.
J.J. Maina, Dr. UM. Kaisan, Prof. M.N. Shuaibu, Dr.
LI. Obianyo, and Prof. A'Y. Attah, delivered msightful
presentations on intellectual property rights, ethical
challenges in research, and hands-on training in developing
mstitutional IP strategies. In parallel, the annual meetings of
the Academy’s three working groups PSciETech, BHS, and
SSH were held to review progress since the 2024 General
Assembly m Damaturu and to outline future plans.

The official opening ceremony on Tuesday, 26th August
2025, was graced by His Excellency Comrade Aminu
Abdussalam Gwarzo, Deputy Governor of Kano State,
who was ably represented by the Hon. Commissioner of
Science and Technology. Dr. Yusuf Ibrahim Kofarmata,
and served as the Special Guest of Honour.
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His Excellency officially declared the conference open. The
ceremony was chared by Prof. Abubakar Sani Sambo,
President of the Nigerian Academy of Science (NAS) and
Commissioner of Education, Kaduna State. The Keynote
Address was delivered by Prof. Raymond Bako, Deputy
Vice-Chancellor (Academic), Ahmadu Bello University,
Zaria, who represented the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Adamu
Ahmad. The plenary speakers, senior academics, fellows, and
participants from across the country were also in attendance.

The event was covered by the ABU Directorate of Public
Affairs, NTA, Daily Trust, and other local media outlets.

During the conference, eighteen (18) new members were
inducted into the Academy by Prof. Abubakar Sani Sambo.

They mclude: Engr. Dr. Esther Nneka Anosike-Francis
(Nile University of Nigeria), Dr. Adedayo Oreoluwa
Adewole (Olabisi Onabanjo University, Ago-Iwoye), Dr.
Afolabi Emmanuel Olabamiji (Olabisi Onabanjo University,
Ago-Iwoye), Dr. Temitayo Adenike Adeyemo (University
of Ibadan), Dr. Opeyemi Babatunde Ogunsuyi (Federal
University of Technology, Akure), Dr. Adekunle Gregory
Fakunle (Osun State University, Osogbo), Dr. Ogechukwu

Ebere Ezim (University of Port Harcourt), Dr. Opeyemi
Oluwafemi Ojueromi (Precious Cornerstone University,
Ibadan), Dr. Peter Ifeoluwa Adegbola (Abiola Ajimobi
Technical University, Ibadan), Dr. Mojisola Christiana
Owoseni (Federal University of Lafia, Nasarawa State),

Dr. Godwin Chinedu Uzomba (Alex Ekwueme Federal
University, Ndufu-Alike, Ebonyi State), Dr. Ajibola
Abiodun Bayode (Redeemer’s University, Nigeria), Dr.
Halleluyah Oluwatobi Aworinde (Bowen University). Dr.
Deborah Olubunmi Aderibigbe (T.adoke Akintola University
of Technology, Ogbomoso), Dr. Michael Oluwakayode
Oni (Ahmadu Bello Universitv, Zaria), Dr. Suleiman Bello
(Umaru Musa Yar’adua University, Katsina), Dr. Chikaodih

Valentine Anadebe (Alex Ekwueme Federal University

Ndufu-Alike), Dr. Ifeoma Eugenia Idigbe (Nigerian Institute

of Medical Research, Lagos).

en (10) distinguis edmemberswereelevatedas
Fellows of the Academy, namely: Dr. Peter Chukwunonso
Okoli (Alex Ekwueme Federal University, Ndufu-Alike,
Ebonyi State), Prof. Cosmas Uchenna Ogbuka (University
of Nigeria, Nsukka). Dr. Akeem Babatunde Dauda (Federal
University, Dutsin-Ma, Katsma State), Dr. Abubakar
Abubakar Khaleed (Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria), Engr.
Dr. Kaisan Muhammad Usman (Ahmadu Bello Unmiversity,
Zaria), Dr. Ismail Ayoade Odetokun (University of Ilorin),
Dr. Temitope Sogbanmu (University of Lagos), Prof. Idika
Kalu Idika (University of Nigeria, Nsukka), Dr. Saheed Adio
(Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife), and Dr. Chmwe
Chukwudi (University of Nigeria, Nsukka).
The Academy also presented its prestigious national young
researchers’ prizes. The Prof. Friday Okonofua National
Young Researchers Prize in Health Sciences was awarded
to Dr. Darlington Nnamdi Onyejike; the Prof. Aderemi
Kuku National Young Researchers Prize in Mathematical
Sciences was awarded to Dr. Sulaimon Femi Abimbade; and
the Prof. Kayode Adebowale National Young Researchers
Prize for Women in Chemical Sciences was awarded to Prol.
Adejumoke Abosede Iyimnbor.
The conference featured three plenary lectures. Prof.
Ganiyu Oboh delivered the first lecture titled “Unlocking
Nature’s Potential for Food Security, Human Health and
Environmental Sustamability.” On 26th August, Prof. Rabia

Salihu Sa’id delivered the second plenary titled
“Understanding Complex Systems: Applying Physics

Principles in Driving Sustainability.” On 27th August. the
final plenary lecture was delivered by Prof. Aliyu Rafindadi
Sanusi, Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Advancement, Research,
and Innovation), Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria,

on the topic “Mission-oriented, Ethically Grounded
Innovation: Integrating Arts and Humanities with Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Health (STEH) for
Sustainable Development.”

Members and participants also showcased their research
through oral and poster presentations. Awards were
presented to Alaba Adewole Adebayo (Overall Best

Oral Presentation), Cynthia Odili (Frst Runner-up),
Rabiu Shehu Sa’ad (Second Runner-up), and Ugochi
Judith Okoduwa (Best Poster Presentation).

The General Assembly, held on 27th August at the CBN
Centre, ABU Zaria. successtully elected the 8th Executive
Council of the Academy. The elected officers are: Prof.
Temitope Onuminya (President), Dr. Abdul-Hakeem
Bello (Vice President), Dr. Alfred Moses Oladele (General
Secretary), Dr. Bartholomew Adeleke (Assistant General
Secretary), Dr. Emelda Chukwu (Publicity Secretary), Dr.
Ifeyinwa Obianyo (lreasurer), Dr. Abdulmalik Salman
Abdullahi (Financial Secretary),
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Sulenna;n Bello (Zonal Coordmator North West) Dr. Esther
Anosike-I'rancis (Zonal Coordmator North-Central),

Dr. Chikaodili Valentine Anadebe (Zonal Coordinator
South-East), Dr. Samuel Omaji (Zonal Coordmator
South-South). Dr. Peter Chukwunonso Okol (Ex-Officio I),
and Dr. Abdul-Azeez Anjorin (Ex-Officio IT).

At the close of deliberations, the Assembly resolved to
strengthen the Academy’s role as a platform for young
researchers to collaborate, network, and innovate across
disciplines. It reaffrmed its commitment to promoting
research ethics and intellectual property protection, while
calling on government, academia, and ndustry stakeholders
to provide stronger support for research, innovation, and
sustainable development in Nigeria. The academy also
pledged to mtensify its efforls m mentorship, science
advocacy, and policy engagement m order to contribute
meaningfully to national development.

The 15th Annual Conference and General Assembly of
the Nigerian Young Academy was, by every measure,
a resounding success. The Academy expresses profound
appreciation to Ahmadu Bello University, ACENPEE,
distmguished plenary speakers, partners, sponsors, members,
and participants whose contributions ensured the success of
the 2025 Assembly. Issued this 28th day of August, 2025 at
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Nigeria.

Thank you.

Dr. Nuraddeen Nasiru Garba

Department of Physics, Ahmadu Bello University. Zaria.
Immediate Past Publicity Secretary

International Science Council (ISC)- World Science
Day for Peace and Development

ﬁ NIGERIAN u
ACADEMY
..Research. Gxcellence and Integrity

SWORLD
SCIENCE DAY
FOR PEACE AND
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INNOVATIONS IN SCIENCE
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l:o scienceasa alol'xﬂ public and to the ros)xmslbilihj of the
scientific community to engage with society in shaping Ragirer via the Ik
https://bicly/4ghjb8H
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inable, and peaceful future.™

a more just,
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(NYA) organzed a webinar to commemorate ‘rhe World
Science Day for Peace and Development.

The webinar which was themed, “Emerging Technologies
and Innovations n Science.” had the NYA and non-members
in attendance and explored how cutting-edge discoveries are
shaping a sustamable and peaceful future.

The webinar was facilitated by Two erudite scholars- Prof.
Philiswa Nosizo Nomngongo (University of Johannesburg)
and Dr. JohnBosco Chukwuorji (University of Nigeria,
Nsukka).

The event was moderated by Dr. Emelda Chukwu (MNYA)
— Nigerian Institute of Medical Research (NIMR).

It was an mspirng dialogue with Africa’s leading scientists
which earned the academy recognition with the International
Science Council!

WORLD SCIENCE DAY FOR
PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT

10 November 2025

CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION AWARDED TO:
NIGERIAN YOUNG ACADEMY

Fontaking portin 1 gobul owebrotion of Warkd Science Day for Peuce and
Development 2025,

In recognition of your contribution to promoting sclence as o public good for
peace, trust, and sustanable development
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MEET THE NEWLY ELECTED 8TH EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL MEMBERS

Prof Temltope OlablSI Onummya is the
first female President of the Nigerian
Young Academy. She is a Professor of
Plant Systematics and Conservation with
. focus on providing evidence-based
selutlons for a sustainable environment. With over 15 years
of experience in Molecular Systematics, DNA barcoding,
Ethnobotany, and Environmental sustainability; her research
integrates classical taxonomy with modern molecular
approaches to clarify species boundaries, document
biodiversity, and develop decision-support evidence for
conservation across West Africa. As NYA President, she

leads national efforts to strengthen research integrity,
early-career mentorship, and evidence-informed policymaking,
while amplifying interdisciplinary collaboration for
sustainability. She is a dynamic, proactive and resilient
ndividual with a strong personality based on integrity and
trust. She is an advocate of the UN SDGs 3, 11. 13, and 15.

Dr. Abdul-Hakeem Bello (Vice President)
Dr. Abdulhakeem Bello is a physicist with
over a decade of experience in materials
science, energy research, and academic
leadership. He earned his B.Sc. in Physics
from Ahmadu Bello University, M.Sc. in
Materials Science from AUST, and Ph.D.
m Physics from the University of Pretoria, specializng in
materials physics and electrochemical systems. His research

focuses on advanced materials for sustamable energy
technologies. A former NRF and PAMI research fellow,

Dr. Bello is Director of Academic Planning and Head of the

Central Laboratory at AUST, where he oversees strategic
curriculum and capacity development. He i1s an affiliate

of the African Academy of Science and a member of the

Nigerian Young Academy.

(Asmstant General Secretary)
Dr. Bartholomew Saanu Adeleke is a

Lecturer in Microbiology at Olusegun
Agagu University of Science and
Technology. Okitipupa, Ondo State,
Nigeria. He holds a B.Sc., M.Tech.,

and Ph.D. m Microbiology from Adekunle Ajasn
University. Akungba-Akoko. the Federal University of
Technology, Akure: and North-West University, South
Africa, respectively. His research focuses on microbiology,
microbial biotechnology, next-generation sequencing, and
plant-soil-microbe mteractions, particularly endophytic and
thizosphere biology. He has authored numerous scientific

publications and is ranked among the global top 2% of
scientists. Dr. Adeleke currently serves as the Assistant
General Secretary of the Nigerian Young Academy.

Dr. Emelda Chukwu (Publicity Secretary)

Dr. Chukwu 1s an experienced Medical
Microbiologist and  Senior Research
scientist with over a decades’ experience

conducting research on Infectious Diseases
epidemiology and antimicrobial resistance
(AMR) specifically in respiratory and

diarrhoea diseases m children. She is mvolved m key
national and regional projects including the national mass
administration of Azithromycin to children under the age of
five i Nigeria (SARMAAN project), Vaccines for respiratory
pathogens and AMR (VacAMR ) among others. Her extensive
work on mfectious Diseases and AMR has resulted
m numerous publications, international recognitions and
awards including Nobert Elas fellowship (University of
Bielefeld, Germany), Institut Merieux young investigator
award and Fleming fund certified AMR surveillance
professional designation.

Dr. Alfred Moses Oladele (General Sccretary)

Dr. Moses Oladele Alfred is an environmental
and materials chemist at
University, Nigeria. His research focuses on
4 4 developing low-cost, sustamable materials for
A water purification and pollution control
and climate initiatives. A recipient of several fellowships and
grants, he contributes to advancing clean water technologies
and evidence-based environmental policies. As a member
of the Nigerian Young Academy and Steering Committee
Chairman of the Central and West African Network for Safe
Waters (CW-ANSWer), Dr. Alfred is committed to driving
policy  changes that safeguard public  health
and promote  sustamability  through scientific  msight
and stakeholder collaboration.

Redeemer’s

Dr. Ifeyinwa Obianyo (Treasurer)

Engr. Dr Ifeyinwa Ijeoma Obianyo
s a STEM advocate, lecturer, and
researcher at the Department of Civil
Engmeermg, Nile University of Nigeria,
Abuja, Nigeria. She is passionate about

teaching and conducting research in the areas of
eco-friendly construction/building materials and climate
change, aimed at proffering sustainable solutions to socictal
infrastructural challenges. She is currently an Editorial
Board member of Discover Civil Engineering (Springer
Nature) and Nile Journal of Engineering and Applied
Science. Also, she is a recipient of the Excellence
Performer Award of Nile University of Nigeria and the
World Bank Academic Centre of Excellence scholarship
award for her Master's and PhD programmes.
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