
Dr.  Temi tope Olawunmi
Sogbanmu pub l ished a
comment  in  Nature  t i t led
“ Ind igenous Youth  must  be
at  the Foref ront  o f  C l imate
Dip lomacy” .  Dr  Sogbanmu,
an Ecotox ico log is t  a t  the
Univers i ty  o f  Lagos,
comments  on the ro les  o f  
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 For  the dura t ion o f  the  event ,  the  conference
themed “ In terd isc ip l inary  Research as  a  Cr i t i ca l
Too l  fo r  Innovat ion and Susta inab le
Deve lopment ”  w i l l  fea ture  the inaugurat ion o f
new members  whi le  a lso  o f fer ing a  forum for
knowledge exchange and d iscuss ions in  a
var ie ty  o f  academic ,  governmenta l ,  and
indust r ia l  sec tors .
 Th is  issue o f  the Newsle t ter  h igh l igh ts  NYA
news,  members  and fe l low news,  ac t iv i t ies  o f
the Niger ia  Academy of  Sc ience,  as  wel l  as
other  impor tant  NYA events ,  wh ich are
emphas ised in  th is  issue.  
 On beha l f  o f  the  Publ ic i ty  Commi t tee o f  the
NYA,  I  s incere ly  hope you f ind  th is  ed i t ion  o f
the NYA newsle t ter  insp i r ing  and educat ive .

Ibrahim Malami, BSc (UDUS), MSc (UCL), PhD (UPM)
Publicity Secretary 

Publ ic i ty  Commit tee
Dr.  Ibrahim Malami     Chai r
Dr.  Abubakar  Abubakar  Khaleed   Member
Dr.  Omolara Fai th  Yakubu    Member
Dr.  Kingsley Eghonghon Ukhurebor   Member
Dr.  Cosmas Uchenna Ogbuka    Member
Dr.  Omotayo Ibukun Olalere     Member

As the NYA prepares to
ho ld  i ts  13th  In ternat iona l
Conference and Genera l
Assembly  on the 15th  –
18th  o f  August  2023,  the
academy is  exc i ted to
welcome members ,  fe l lows,
presenters ,  a t tendees,  and
cont r ibu tors  to  jo in  the
academy in  Edo Sta te
Univers i ty ,  Uza i rue,  Edo.
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ind igenous youth  a t  the  fore f ront  o f  c l imate
change.  Dr .  Sogbanmu wr i tes :  “Th is  comment
pub l ished in  Nature  is  an output  o f  a lmost  a  year
o f  in tense network  and engagements  w i th
Ind igenous youth  leaders  (we are  inc lus ive  in  the
use o f  the words “ Ind igenous”  and “youth” )  across
var ious reg ions o f  the wor ld  f rom As ia  to  the
Amer icas.  Our  a im is  a  ca l l  to  ac t ion  for
ampl i f i ca t ion  o f  the  vo ices o f  young peop le ,
espec ia l ly  f rom Ind igenous communi t ies  who
represent  one o f  the most  vu lnerab le  and
marg ina l ized demograph ic  and communi t ies  w i th
respect  to  c l imate  change.  In  th is  ar t ic le ,  we
prov ide a  br ie f  about  ind igenous knowledge or
Trad i t iona l  knowledge which are  century  o ld
pract ices  when in format ion used to  be passed on
in formal ly  whereby the l i vab i l i t y  o f  peop les  in
c loseness to  nature  has been enab led.  As
opposed to  Western  knowledge,  ind igenous
knowledge is  rooted in  the cu l ture  and t rad i t ions
of  ind igenous peop les  which has enab led them to
l ive  in  harmony wi th  nature .  However ,  c l imate
change,  the average var iab i l i t y  in  temperature
and weather  cond i t ions over  a  long per iod o f  t ime
(but  now character ised by  fa i r ly  shor t  per iods
when compared to  former  t imes)  is  most ly  dr iven
by human act iv i t ies  s ince indust r ia l  t imes
(Anthropogenic  c l imate  change) .  Unfor tunate ly ,
ind igenous peop les  are  some of  the most
vu lnerab le  to  c l imate  change impacts  such as  sea
leve l  r ise ,  droughts ,  food insecur i ty  due to
reduct ion or  comple te  loss  o f  b iod ivers i ty ,  among
others .  Never the less ,  ind igenous youths ,  whom I
re fer  to  as  the “Now”  generat ion are  a t  the
fore f ront  o f  c l imate  change adapta t ion  and

Dr. Temitope O. Sogbanmu
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Prof .  Char les Adetunj i  has been e lec ted as  a
Fe l low o f  the Roya l  Soc ie ty  o f  B io logy (FRSB)
by the UK Counc i l .  He has a lso  been appo in ted
as the V ice Pres ident  and Niger ian Count ry
Di rec tor  o f  the  Genet ics  Soc ie ty  o f  West  Af r ica ,
and a  ser ies  Ed i tor  under  the Microb iome in
Heal th  and Diseases a t  E lsev ier .  Pro f .  Adetun j i
i s  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Microb io logy,  Edo Sta te
Univers i ty ,  Iyamho.

Dr.  Kosmas Ogbuka  has been appo in ted Head
of  the Depar tment  o f  Mechat ron ic  Eng ineer ing,
Univers i ty  o f  N iger ia .  Dr  Ogbuka is  an Assoc ia te
Professor  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  E lec t r ica l
Eng ineer ing a t  the  Univers i ty  o f  N iger ia ,
Nsukka.




In  a  recent  media
engagement  pub l ished on the
27th  o f  Apr i l  2023,  a  member
of  the NYA Dr .  Ch inwe
Chukwudi  d iscussed the
burden o f  Neglec ted Trop ica l
D iseases (NTDs)  in  N iger ia
and how the count ry  can
manage i ts  NTD prob lems.  

In  th is  in terac t ion,  Dr .  Chukwudi  h igh l igh ted the
h igh l igh ted the need to  ach ieve the goa ls  o f
prevent ion,  cont ro l ,  e l iminat ion and erad icat ion o f
NTDs and a lso  ca l ls  on var ious s takeho lders  in  g loba l
hea l th  to  g ive  more a t tent ion to  these NTDs.  She
poin ted out  that  neg lec t ing  the impor tance o f
molecu lar  research for  these d iseases wi l l  be  a
roadb lock  to  the progress o f  ach iev ing the
appropr ia te  too ls  fo r  d isease d iagnos is ,  t reatment
and vacc inat ion for  appropr ia te  and adequate
surve i l lance,  cont ro l ,  e l iminat ion and erad icat ion.  In
order  to  ach ieve the implementat ion o f  N iger ia ’s  NTD
Masterp lan 2023 –  2027,  she emphas ised that  the
Niger ian government  shou ld  engage a l l  s takeho lders
and match up the document  w i th  the necessary  ac t ion
towards ach iev ing the cont ro l  and erad icat ion o f
some NTDs in  the next  four  years .
Dr .  Chukwudi  is  a  fe l low o f  the Af r ican Postdoctora l
Tra in ing Ins t i tu te  a t  NIH,  USA and a  Sen ior  Lecturer
in  Molecu lar  Patho logy and Microb ia l  Genet ics  a t  the
Univers i ty  o f  N iger ia ,  Nsukka,  Enugu Sta te .  Deta i ls  o f
the media  engagement  can be found here :
h t tps : / /da i ly t rus t .com/can-n iger ia-dea l -w i th- i ts -
burden-of -neg lec ted- t rop ica l -d iseases/

Breast  cancer  is  the  most  commonly  d iagnosed
cancer  and the lead ing cause o f  cancer  deaths
among women wor ldwide.  In  2020 a lone,
approx imate ly  2 .3  mi l l ion  new breast  cancer
cases were d iagnosed and over  685,000 deaths
were recorded.  Unfor tunate ly ,  th is  t rend would
not  dec l ine  unt i l  the  proper  s teps are  taken.  
Dr .  A l iyu  Muhammad,  a  NYA member  served as
the Chie f  Sc ient i f i c  Of f ice  I  in  the  Team Heal th
and Wel lbe ing (R4 i )  dur ing the 12 days
TETFund Research for  Impact  Workshop a t
Innov8 Hub.  The team deve loped an in terac t ive
mobi le  app l ica t ion  for  ear ly  detec t ion  o f  breast
cancer  ca l led  B-Heal th .  Th is  app,  ava i lab le  to
Andro id  users ,  has the potent ia l  to  prov ide
easy and ear ly  assessments  o f  the  r isks  o f
deve lop ing breast  cancer ,  wh ich can resu l t  in
the reduct ion  o f  breast  cancer  g loba l ly .  Th is
innovat ion is  in  l ine  wi th  the Uni ted Nat ion ’s
SDG 3-Heal th  and Wel lbe ing.
Through the in terac t ive  feature ,  B-Heal th
assesses poss ib le  s igns and symptoms o f
breast  cancer  and a lso  o f fers  the poss ib i l i t y  to
forward data  co l lec ted to  the phys ic ian,  w i th
the consent  o f  the  end-user .  Th is  makes our
innovat ion un ique.

M E M B E R S  A N D  F E L L O W S  N E W S

Dr. Aliyu Muhammad

M E M B E R S  N E W S
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bui ld ing c l imate  res i l ien t  prac t ices  grounded on
Ind igenous knowledge passed on f rom generat ion to
generat ion.  They need the i r  vo ices,  ac t ions and
vu lnerab i l i t ies  to  be ampl i f ied  and to  be inc luded in
h igh leve l  c l imate  change d iscourses espec ia l ly  in
dec is ion mak ing. "  Dr  Sogbanmu fur ther  emphas ised
"Th is  is  the purpose o f  th is  comment  on Nature .  We
hope to  mobi l i ze  par tnersh ips  among and across
ind igenous youth  (we are  inc lus ive)  around the
wor ld . ”  Dr  Sogbanmu is  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Zoo logy
at  the Univers i ty  o f  Lagos,  Akoka,  and she is  the
cur rent  serv ing v ice  pres ident  o f  the  NYA.  Deta i ls  o f
the comment  can be found here :
h t tps : / /www.nature .com/ar t ic les /d41586-023-02480-1

The Team Heal th  and Wel lbe ing pro jec t  was
funded by  the TETFund in  co l labora t ion wi th
Innov8 Hub.  Dr .  A l iyu  Muhammad is  o f  the
Depar tment  o f  Depar tment  o f  B iochemis t ry  a t
Ahmadu Bel lo  Un ivers i ty ,  Zar ia ,  N iger ia .

The Research for  Impact
in i t ia t ive  has prov ided a
parad igm sh i f t  in  the  team’s
approach to  research and
research for  so lu t ion  and
commerc ia l iza t ion .  I t  has
prov ided oppor tun i t ies  fo r
t rans la t iona l  research.

Dr. Chinwe Chukwudi

https://dailytrust.com/can-nigeria-deal-with-its-burden-of-neglected-tropical-diseases/


Dr.  AbdulAzeez Anjor in  has  been awarded the Globa l
V i ro logy Ntok  (GVN) 2023 t ra in ing for  a  shot  course in
Bas ic  and Trans la t iona l  B io logy a t  the  Univers i ty  o f
May land and Johns Hopk ins  Univers i ty  Schoo l  o f  Pub l ic
Heal th  Ba l t imore,  USA.  A lso ,  he has been se lec ted to  be
among the Bacter ia l  and V i ra l  B io in format ics  Resource
Center  (BV-BRC) 2023 t ra inees a t  the  Agonn Nat iona l
Laboratory ,  UChicago,  Lmont  I l l ino is ,  USA.  Dr  An jor in  is
the Ag.  Head,  Depar tment  o f  Microb io logy,  Lagos Sta te
Univers i ty ,  O jo ,  Lagos Sta te .

Engr.  Dr .  Kaisan M.  Usman  has  been appo in ted Managing
Di rec tor  o f  the  Heavy Equ ipment  and Mach inery
Deve lopment  Ins t i tu te ,  HEMED,  Bauch i .  Dr .  Ka isan is  an
Assoc ia te  Pro fessor  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Mechanica l
Eng ineer ing a t  Ahmadu Be l lo  Un ivers i ty ,  Zar ia .

Dr.  S.  A.  Adefegha  has  been awarded a  grant  to  host  an
ISN Neurosc iences Schoo l  by  the In ternat iona l  Soc ie ty  o f
Neurochemis t ry  ( ISN) .  Dr .  Adefegha is  o f  the  Depar tment
o f  B iochemis t ry ,  Un ivers i ty  o f  Techno logy,  Akure .

Dr.  Col l ins Ibej i  has  been appo in ted as  a  v is i t ing
researcher  a t  the  Univers i ty  o f  Warsaw,  Po land.  Dr .  Ibe j i  i s
o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Pure  and Indust r ia l  Chemis t ry  a t  the
Univers i ty  o f  N iger ia ,  Nsukka,  Enugu.

Prof .  Adejoke Olukemi Akinyele  has been appo in ted the
f i rs t  female  Dean,  Facu l ty  o f  Renewable  Natura l
Resources a t  the  Univers i ty  o f  Ibadan.  Pro f .  Ak inye le  is  a
Professor  in  the Depar tment  o f  Forest  Product ion and
Products ,  Un ivers i ty  o f  Ibadan,  N iger ia .  Her  area o f
spec ia l iza t ion  is  S i lv icu l tu re  and Tree Improvement .

Prof .  Theresa Nkechi  Obiekezie  has been appo in ted Pro-
Chance l lo r  and Chai rman o f  the Govern ing Counc i l  o f
Tans ian Univers i ty ,  Umunya,  Anambra Sta te .  Pro f .
Obiekez ie  is  a  pro fessor  in  the Phys ics  and Indust r ia l
Phys ics  Depar tment ,  Facu l ty  o f  Phys ica l  Sc iences a t
Nnamdi  Az ik iwe Univers i ty .

Prof .  Ezra Gayawanhas  been se lec ted to  lead a
cross-cut t ing  research group focus ing on the
geospat ia l  aspect  in  the Vacc ine Impact  Model l ing
Consor t ium (VIMC) as  a  core- funded group based
at  the Imper ia l  Co l lege London.  He has been
appoin ted as  an Honorary  Research Assoc ia te  by
the Te le thon K ids  Ins t i tu te ,  Per th ,  Aust ra l ia .  Pro f .
Gayawan is  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Sta t is t ics ,
Federa l  Un ivers i ty  o f  Technology,  Akure,  Ondo
State ,  N iger ia .
 
Prof .  Emmanuel  Iyayi  Unuabonah  has been
formal ly  inducted as  a  fe l low o f  the Niger ian
Academy of  Sc ience.  Pro f .  Unuabonah,  a  Pro fessor
o f  Chemis t ry  who served as  the p ioneer  pres ident
o f  the NYA.  He is  o f  the  Depar tment  o f  Chemica l
Sc iences,  Redeemer ’s  Un ivers i ty ,  Ede.

Prof .  Levi  Ikechukwu Nwankwo  has been e lec ted
and awarded a  Fe l low o f  the Roya l  Ast ronomica l
Soc ie ty  (FRAA)  by  the UK Counc i l .  Pro f .  Nwankwo
is  a  Pro fessor  o f  Ear th  and Env i ronmenta l  Phys ics
at  the Federa l  Un ivers i ty  Kashere,  N iger ia .

Prof .  Ibrahim Adepoju Adeyanju  has been
appoin ted as  the Execut ive  Di rec tor  o f  D ig i ta l
Exp lora t ion  and Techn ica l  Serv ices Galaxy
Backbone L imi ted.  Pro f .  Adeyan ju  is  a  Pro fessor  a t
Federa l  Un ivers i ty  Oye-Ek i t i ,  Ek i t i  S ta te .

Dr.  Adejoke Akinyele  has been promoted to  the
rank o f  Fu l l  Pro fessor  a t  the  Univers i ty  o f  Ibadan.
Dr .  Ak inye le  spec ia l ises  in  Tree Improvement  and
Si lv icu l tu re  a t  the  Depar tment  o f  Forest  Resources
Management ,  Facu l ty  o f  Agr icu l tu re ,  Un ivers i ty  o f
Ibadan

F E L L O W S  N E W S

N Y A  M e m b e r s  a n d  F e l l o w s  F e a t u r e d  i n  S c i V a l  t o p  5 0 0  A u t h o r s  i n  N i g e r i a
The members  and fe l lows have made the l i s t  o f  Sc iVa l  top 500 authors  by  scho lar ly  output  in  N iger ia  over  the
per iod o f  2020 –  2023:
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Call  for  submission of  manuscripts 
The Annals  of  Sc ience and Technology (AST),
a journal  o f  the Niger ian Young Academy
(NYA),  hereby ca l ls  for  the submiss ion of
manuscr ip ts  for  publ icat ion in  i ts  next  issue.
The journal  is  indexed and abstracted by many
reputable out le ts  inc lud ing Google Scholar ,
EBSCO Discovery Serv ice,  J-Gate,  ReadCube,  Baidu Scholar ,
CNKI Scholar  (China Nat ional  Knowledge Inf rast ructure) ,
Naviga (Sof tweco) ,  KESLI-NDSL (Korean Nat ional  Discovery for
Science Leaders) ,  Naviga (Sof tweco) ,  Promi  Centra l  (ExLibr is) ,
Summon (Ser ia l  Solut ions/ProQuest) ,  TDNet  and Wor ldCat
(OCLC).
AST publ ishes both theoret ica l  and exper imenta l  h igh-qual i ty
ar t ic les twice a year .  I t  publ ishes research ar t ic les,  s tate of  the
ar t  rev iews and shor t  communicat ions in  the f ie ld  of  b io log ica l ,
heal th ,  chemical ,  mathemat ica l  and phys ica l  sc iences,  as wel l
as engineer ing and technology.  More in format ion on the journal
such as submiss ion guidel ines can be found in  the l ink below:
ht tps: / /content .sc iendo.com/v iew/ journals /ast /ast -overv iew.xml  

c/o Executive Secretary, The Nigerian Academy of Science, 8A
Ransome-Kuti Road, University of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos.

F E L L O W S H I P S ,  G R A N T S  &  A W A R D S

F E L L O W S H I P S
The World Academy of  Sciences (TWAS)-
inst i tutes of  the Counci l  of  Scient i f ic  and
Industr ia l  Research (CSIR)  Postdoctoral
Fel lowship Programme 
Appl ica t ions are  inv i ted f rom young sc ient is ts  f rom
deve lop ing count r ies  (o ther  than Ind ia)  who wish to
pursue postdoctora l  research in  emerg ing areas o f
sc ience and techno logy for  wh ich fac i l i t ies  are
ava i lab le  in  labora tor ies  and ins t i tu tes  o f  the  CSIR
of  Ind ia .  App l ica t ions must  be comple ted on l ine  a t
h t tps : / /on l ine forms. twas.org /app ly /224.  
The dead l ine to  submi t  an app l ica t ion  and a l l
supp lementary  documents  is  15th  Sept  2023.  

The World Academy of  Sciences (TWAS)-
Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft  (DFG)
Cooperat ion Vis i ts  Programme
TWAS-DFG Cooperat ion inv i tes  qua l i f ied  cand idates
f rom sub-Saharan Af r ica ,  inc lud ing South  Af r ica  to
app ly  fo r  TWAS-DFG Cooperat ion V is i ts  Programme.
Postdoctora l  researchers  can go on a  ‘Cooperat ion
Vis i t ’  las t ing  three months to  an ins t i tu te  in
Germany.  App l ica t ions must  be comple ted on l ine  a t
h t tps : / /on l ine forms. twas.org /app ly /225.  The dead l ine
to  submi t  an app l ica t ion  and a l l  supp lementary
documents  is  6 th  Sep 2023.   

Junior  and Senior  Fel lowship Programme 2024
The Univers i ty  o f  Bayreuth  Cent re  o f  In ternat iona l
Exce l lence inv i tes  qua l i f ied  cand idates  to  app ly  fo r
the Jun ior  and Senior  Fe l lowsh ip  Programme.
Successfu l  app l icants  w i l l  become Fe l lows a t  the
Cent re  and pro f i t  f rom the l i ve ly  research
env i ronment  o f  the  un ivers i ty  and i ts  seven
facu l t ies .  App l ica t ions must  be comple ted v ia  the
on l ine  por ta l  a t  h t tps : / / fo rms.un i -
bayreuth .de/ formcyc le / form/prov ide/1060/1 / .  
The dead l ine to  submi t  an app l ica t ion  and a l l
supp lementary  documents  is  4 th  Nov 2023.

Commonweal th Professional  Fel lowships
2023/2024
Commonweal th  Pro fess iona l  Fe l lowsh ips  are  for
mid-career  pro fess iona ls  f rom low and midd le-
income count r ies  to  spend a  per iod o f  t ime a t  a  UK
host  organ isat ion work ing in  the i r  sec tor  fo r  a
programme of  pro fess iona l  deve lopment .
App l ica t ions must  be submi t ted by  comple t ing  the
on l ine  app l ica t ion  form.  For  more in format ion p lease
v is i t :
h t tps : / /cscuk. fcdo.gov.uk /scho larsh ips /commonweal t
h-pro fess iona l - fe l lowsh ips- in format ion- for -
cand idates / .  Fe l lowsh ip  app l ica t ions wi l l  c lose a t
16:00 BST on 16th  Aug 2023.

that  cou ld  improve human l i fe ,  hea l th  and wel lbe ingThe
appl ica t ion  c loses on 5 th  Oct  2023.  V is i t
h t tps : / /we l lcome.org /grant - fund ing/schemes/ear ly -
career -awards for  more in format ion on how to  app ly .

The Afr ica Research Excel lence Fund (AREF)
Fel lowship 2023/24
The AREF is  p leased to  launch the ca l l  fo r  the AREF
Research Deve lopment  Fe l lowsh ip  Programme for
2023/24.  The fe l lowsh ip  a imed to  suppor t  researchers  in
Af r ica  who are  emerg ing leaders  and work ing on
impor tant  cha l lenges for  human hea l th ,  to  deve lop the i r
sk i l l s  as  a  researcher .  A  three to  n ine-month  p lacement
at  a  lead ing research ins t i tu t ion  in  the UK,  Europe or
Af r ica ,  w i th  add i t iona l  suppor t  a t  your  home ins t i tu t ion
before  and a f ter  the p lacement  w i l l  be  granted.  Up to
£47,000 is  ava i lab le  for  fund ing.  The app l ica t ion
deadl ine is   14th  Sept  2023.  V is i t
h t tps : / /www.af r icaresearchexce l lencefund.org .uk /news/o
pen- fund ing-up- to-47000-research-deve lopment -
fe l lowsh ips-2023-24 for  more in format ion.

N A S  C O R N E R

The Proceedings o f  the
Niger ian Academy of  Sc ience
(PNgAS)  inv i tes  h igh-qua l i ty
mul t i - ,  in ter -  and t rans-
d isc ip l inary  or ig ina l  research
ar t ic les ,  sys temat ic /scop ing
rev iews,  and meta-ana lyses on
Decarbon izat ion o f  Transpor t .
Th is  themed ed i t ion  o f  the
PNgAS wi l l  be  launched in
December  2023.  A l l
submiss ions shou ld  be

made to  the journa l  no la ter  than September  30,  2023.
Fur ther  in format ion about  th is  ed i t ion  and
submiss ions can be obta ined on the f l ie r .
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Wellcome Ear ly-Career  Awards
This  scheme of fers  to  fund ear ly -career  researchers
f rom any d isc ip l ine  who are  ready to  deve lop the i r
research ident i ty  and de l iver  sh i f ts  in  unders tand ing

https://onlineforms.twas.org/apply/224
https://onlineforms.twas.org/apply/225
https://forms.uni-bayreuth.de/formcycle/form/provide/1060/1/
https://cscuk.fcdo.gov.uk/scholarships/commonwealth-professional-fellowships-information-for-candidates/
https://wellcome.org/grant-funding/schemes/early-career-awards
https://www.africaresearchexcellencefund.org.uk/news/open-funding-up-to-47000-research-development-fellowships-2023-24

