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EDITORIAL

As the world grapples with uncertanty
and security marked by inflation,
it is paramount that we keep hope
alive through science diplomacy and
impactful research.
In line with our mandate, the Nigerian
Young Academy continues to strengthen the
voice of young scientists across Nigeria and beyond.
This fiwst edition of our 2026 newsletter highlights
key developments, activities, and opportunities within
the Nigerian Young Academy (NYA). We are pleased
to announce an open call for new members, inviting
outstanding early-career researchers to join our vibrant and
mmpactful community. In addition, applications are open
for NYA prizes, which recognize excellence and mnovation
across disciplines.
This presents an excellent opportunity for highly motivated
researchers and scholars with a passion for societal impact
to jom this dynamic group of young scientists making
meaningful differences.
In this edition, we also announce the 2026 N YA International
Conference and Annual General Meeting (AGM), scheduled
for August. Members and the wider scientific community
are encouraged to submit abstracts and participate in
what promises to be a dynamic exchange of ideas and
collaborations.
Over the past months, NYA has organized a range of
workshops and semmars amed at capacity building,
research development, and policy engagement. Our working
groups continue to make meaningful contributions through
specialized and mterdisciplinary activities. Read more about
the various working group programs and activities i the
dedicated section.
We also celebrate the remarkable achievements of our
members and fellows—from the mnaugural lecture of one
of our distinguished fellows at Redeemer’s University to
the appomtment of another as Provost of the College of
Medical Sciences at Alex Ekwueme Federal University,
alongside several other promotions and awards.

Indeed, the Academy has made significant progress and
recorded notable strides despite challenging times. It is
therefore my pleasure to present this edition of our newsletter
for your delight.

I bring you warm wishes for a strong start m the year 2026
and mvite the global academic community to lend their
voices in advocating for world peace.

Together, we advance science for national and global
development. I hope you enjoy this edition.

Dr. Emelda E. Chukwu MNYA
NYA Publicity Secretary

Reach us on our social media handles:

a contactNYA (g nigerianyoungacademy2010
& - e m Nigerian Young Academy NYA
M nyacademy 1 @gmail com

Visit our website:
www.nigerianyoungacademy.org

Publicity Committee

Dr. Emelda E. Chukwu Chair
Dr. Michael Oni Secretary
Dr. Chikaodili Anadebe Member
Dr. Oluwaseun Awosolu Member
Dr. Suleiman Bello Member
Dr. Ogechukwu Ezim Member
Dr. Esther Anosike Francis Member
Dr. Samuel Omaji Member
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A'Message from|the/President

[ 1t1 > N an
Academy Newsletter for 2026.
As an Academy, we remam committed
to advancing knowledge, fostering
collaboration, and amplifying the

voices of young scientists in Nigeria and
beyond. This edition showcases the resilience, creativity, and
mpact of our members, whose work continues to address
critical national and global challenges.
From groundbreaking research and notable professional
achievements to strategic engagements in policy and
capacity development, the Nigerian Young Academy
continues to serve as a vibrant platform for interdisciplinary
excellence and innovative thinking. I am especially pleased
to highlight our recent recognition as an Associate Member
of the Network of African Science Academies (NASAC),
a significant milestone that enhances access, collaboration,
and visibility for our members.
Within the period under review, the Academy also
strengthened its partnership with the Biomedical Research
and Training Center (BioRTC) as it launched its permanent
site in Yobe State. Our working groups have further
demonstrated the strength of collaboration through mpactful
programmes spanning the biological and health sciences,
social sciences and humanities, and physical sciences,
engineering, and technology. These efforts reflect our
strategic focus on translating research into practical solutions
that improve lives and inform policy.
As we celebrate the achievements of our members and
fellows, we are reminded that the strength of the Academy
lies i its people; dedicated scholars committed to excellence,
mtegrity, and service. I encourage all members to remain
actively engaged and to contmue pushmg the frontiers of
knowledge for the benefit of society.
We also look forward to empowering young scholars through
our leadership training and mentoring programmes while
welcoming outstanding early-career researchers, through our
ongomg membership and prize calls, to jom and confribute to
this dynamic community. In addition, we eagerly anticipate
the 16th International Conference and Annual General
Meeting scheduled for August 2026, which promises to
convene thought leaders, innovators, and policymakers at the
intersection of research, innovation, and societal impact.
On behalf of the Nigerian Young Academy:. I extend sincere
appreciation to our partners, stakeholders, and the broader
academic community for their continued support. Together,
let us sustain this momentum, mspire the next generation of
scientists and advance science for national development and
global good.
Thank you for your continued commitment, and I hope you
find this edition both informative and inspiring.

Prof. Temitope O. Onuminya (Ph.D.. FLS, FLEAD, fisn, MNYA)
President, Nigerian Young Academy

NYA NEWSLETTER i i

NYASNEWS

‘ arly community that applications for its 2026 opportunities
are still open—Deadline has been extended!

Available Opportunities

* NYA Membership 2026 — for researchers based in

Nigeria

* NYA Associate Membership 2026 - for diaspora-based
researchers

» National Young Researchers’ Prizes 2026 — spanning

These opportunities are designed for passionate researchers
with strong academic track records and a commitment
to driving impact. Successful applicants will gan
recognition, expand ther professional networks,
contribute meanngfully to national development.

Key Deadlines

* Membership & Associate Membership: Deadline
extended to 10th May 2026

* NYA Prizes: 8 May 2026

Prospective applicants are encouraged to act promptly
—complete therr applications, confirm their referees,

and ensure timely submission.

NYA Membership application- hitps//forms. gle/eJ2YDLUPx 2t CXXK9
NYA Associate membership- https //forms.gle/TrSDTTel 8uM8xF8v6
National Young Researchers” Prizes- https:/forms. gle/PsT.oONF4bErN3 At

and

NATIONAL YOUNG RESEARCHERS' PRIZES, 2026
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

PRIZES
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Conference & General Assembly!

Date: August 16-20, 2026

Venue: Lagos, Nigeria

Theme: Convergent Research for Global Impact: Integrating
Knowledge. Innovation and Policy
Join leading academics, rescarchers,
mnovators from around the world for:
* Keynote & plenary sessions

* Research presentations & awards

* Networking & collaboration opportunities

policymakers. and

Whether you're m academia, industry. or policy, this is your
chance to be part of conversations shaping global impact.
Submit your abstract, register early, and secure your spot!

https //docs.google.c om/forms/d/e/ 1IFAIpQLSfW
_Llde7XTiHUTOF8HW 1gvvYw 7ISEgDu-f8LOIs GM2KJeEw/view form

Ahnlnv
/. NIGERIA,

[ERAL ASSEMI

@ mﬂw

'PAYMENT SHOULD BE MADE TO:

2010“01 55
FIRST BANK, l‘wﬂl

(hitpsforms.gleZNUMMVEMIccYMLNT)
Remermber to attach your proof of payment.
Deacline for earty bird registration is st July, 2026.

54 Registration covers: Conference material, Tea break and
Lunch,

mirya (President, NYA)
O Moren s Aibed Gartr) Socrtory NV
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NYA Becomes Associate Member of NASAC.

The Nigerian Young Academy (NYA) has been approved
as an Associate Member of the Network of African Science
Academies (NASAC). This affiliation marks a significant
milestone for the NYA, providing several key benefits
mcluding access to a broad contmmental and global network
of scientists; increased opportunities for international
collaboration and greater visibility for the Academy’s work
in shaping science, policy, and innovation in Africa.

May 20th - June 30th ,2026

NYA NEWSLETTER

Lagos Sta’[e Umversﬁy proudly presents the 16th Internatlonal Program is a high-impact initiative designed to cultivate

 Young Academy Leadership and Mentoring

excellence, leadership, and a clear aspiration to become
globally competitive m their chosen fields. This programme
is delivered fully onlne, making it accessible to early-career
researchers and students across all Nigerian universities,
regardless of location. Click here for more details:

https //landmtnya.wixsite.com/msight-leadership/home

Leadership and Mentoring Program:
Call for Application

;@ Application forCohort

1% = 281" February 2026

ONLINE
EDUCATION

NYA Participates in the Symposium and Launching of
the New Site for BIORTC to Strengthen Partnerships
The Biomedical Science Research and Training Centre
(BioRTC) permanently launched its state-of-the-art facility at
Yobe State University, Damaturu, Nigeria, in February 2026.
Led by Prof. Mahmoud Bukar Maina, the center focuses
on (raning, neuroscience, and molecular biology to
advance medical research mn Africa, supported by the Yobe
State government. Followmg the opening, the BioRTC
Launch Symposium 2026 was held on January 30, 2026,
featuring global experts on topics like translational research
and scientific capacxt\ building in Africa.
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‘and Prachce Held on 25 March via Zoom, the session

focused on bridging the gap between academic research
ncluding Dr.

and real-world policy impact. Speakers,
Abiodun Egbetokun and Dr. Temitope O. Sogbanmu, shared
msights on effective research communication and framing
evidence for policymakers. Moderated by Dr. Bartholomew

S. Adeleke and hosted by Prof. Temitope Onuminya, the
workshop equipped participants with practical skills to

enhance research uptake and societal impact.

NIGERIAN
YOUNG
ACADEMY

~Research. Cxcellence and Integrity

=
Wednesday 25th
March, 2026
PoN
4:00pm WAT

mnsun'm$ RESEARCH
POLICY AND PRACTICE o

heeps//bit ly/4q TseVH

REPORT OF NYA WORKING GROUPS ACTIVITIES

This report consolidates the activities, strategic planning,
and member achievements of the three key Working Groups
(WGs) of the Nigerian Young Academy (NYA) spanning

from January 2026 to March 2026. The WGs covered in this

consolidated review are the Physical Sciences Engineering

and Technology (PSET) WG, the Social Sciences and
and the Biological and Health

Humanities (SSH) WG,
Sciences (BHS) WG.

I. BIOLOGY AND HEALTH SCIENCE (BHS)

This report presents the activities, engagements, and
achievements of the Biological and IHealth Sciences (BIS)
Working Group (WG) of the Nigerian Young Academy
(NYA) for the first quarter of 2026. A major highlight
of the quarter was the successful execution of a hybrid
programme integrating practical public health intervention
with high-level policy dialogue on the environment-health
nexus.

Major Programme Activity: WASH Demonstration and
High-Level Panel Discussion

engagement
The day commenced with a physical WASH (Water,
Sanitation, and Hygiene) demonstration titled “Evidence of

themed g s Policy

hile fostering multisectoral

Success” at the Polytechnic Health Centre of Ekiti State

Polytechnic, Isan-EKkiti.

Led by the Head of the Health Centre, Miss Ikeoluwa
Omotayo, the session featured hands-on training in
WHO-recommended handwashing techniques, safe water
handling, and sanitation practices. Conducted in small
batches to ensure active participation, the demonstration
emphasized hygiene maintenance in schools, healthcare
settings, and communities, particularly in the context of
disease prevention and emergency response. To remforce
sustamability, the Working Group donated WASH Kkits
—including soaps. disinfectants, and cleaning materials—
to support ongoing hygiene practices within the mstitution.
The second segment, a virtual high-level panel discussion
held via Zoom, brought together policymakers, educators,
healthcare professionals, and civil society actors. Moderated
by Dr. Emelda Chukwu, the session opened with remarks
from Prof Temitope Onuminya, President of NYA, who
underscored the urgency of addressing environmental health
challenges through research-driven collaboration. Dr. Akeem
Sikiru, Chairman of the BHS Working Group, reiterated the
commitment to bridging gaps between science, policy, and
practice.

Panelists, mcluding Dr. Adekunle Fakunle, Mrs. Eniola
Morufat Azeez, and Dr. Otugboyega Joseph, highlighted
pressing environmental health risks such as household and
urban ar pollution, open waste burning, and the impacts
of climate change and rapid urbanization. Discussions
underscored the role of environmental epidemiology
understanding disease patterns, the importance of regulating
environmental toxicants, and the need for improved urban
planning.

Emphasis was also placed on integrating environmental
health education mto school curricula and

promoting behavioral change alongside policy interventions.
The programme concluded with key recommendations,
mcluding curriculum  integration, enhanced multi-sectoral
collaboration, mcreased mvestment i preventive measures,
and strengthened community engagement. Overall, the
event remforced the mmportance of combmmg practical
mterventions with strategic dialogue to build a more resilient
and health-conscious society.

-

On Thursday, 12 February 2026, the BHS Working Group
convened a two-part programme aimed at strengthening public

understanding of the critical link between environmental ’ ‘
conditions and health outcomes in Nigeria. The initiative
combined practical demonstration with policy dialogue under
the overarching theme, “From Knowledge to Resilience:
Educating Nigeria on the Environment-Health Nexus.”
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Guast Speaker
at the 4th International Conference on Recent Advances m
Biotechnology and Nanobiotechnology (Int-BioNano-2026)
held at Amity University, Madhya Pradesh, India on 13
March 2026. Topic: Transforming the Fight Against
Infectious Diseases and Antimicrobial Resistance through
Innovative Biotechnological and Nanotechnological
Strategies.

II. SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES (SSH)

In February 2026, the Social Sciences and Humanities
Working Group of the Nigerian Young Academy (NYA)
hosted a webmar titled “The Relevance of Al for Research
in Social Sciences and Humanities” on 27th February. The
session featured Prof. M. A. Tyani as the guest speaker, who
provided valuable insights into the growing role of artificial
mtelligence in transforming research practices within these
fields.

The webinar explored how AI tools can enhance data
collection, analysis, and mterpretation, enabling researchers to
handle large datasets and uncover patterns more efficiently.
Prof. Tyani highlighted both the opportunities and challenges
associated with Al adoption, including ethical considerations,
data privacy, and the need to maintain critical
human perspectives in research.

Participants, comprising academics, researchers, and students,
engaged in discussions on integrating Al into mterdisciplinary
research while preserving the core values of the humanities
and social inquiry. The session emphasized the importance of
digital hiteracy and adaptability in advancing research quality
and relevance.

s and Humanities
Working Group

rm

'he Relevance of Al for Research
>
1l in Social Sciences and Humanitics

1
,.u of ’\I uja

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT ~

Members’ Achievements: Reported Appointments,
Promotions, Awards, Fellowships, Scholarships,
Publications, Patents.

SIN Names Members’ Achievement Date
' Dr. Omotayo = Won a scholarship to participate in the International Workshop on January
Olalere Language(s) of Academia to be held in Germany in September 2026 2026

2. Dr Afolabi E. = Published an article titled Tripartite Analysis of Multidimensional
Olabamiji Poverty Intensity in Nigerian Cities. SN Social Sciences, Springer 5
Nature, Switzerland 6(57), 1-28. https://doi.org/10.1007/s43545-026- 28;';‘""
013383
| Won the Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU)

The Nigerian Young Academy (NYA), through its Physical
Sciences, Engineering, and Technology Working Group, hosted
a webmar on February 7th, 2025, focused on navigating
research funding n a global and local context. The session
explored opportunities available to researchers i technology,
engineering, and physical sciences, while also addressing
challenges specific to local environments.

The keynote speaker, Prof. Peter Chukwunonso Okoli of Alex
Ekwueme Federal University, shared insights on accessing
mternational funding, building competitive research proposals,
and aligning projects with global priorities. He also highlighted
the importance of collaboration, mnovation, and strategic
networking.

The event was hosted by Prof. Temitope Onuminya, President
of NYA, with Dr. Thomas O. Daniel serving as co-host.
Together, they facilitated discussions on strengthening research
capacity in Nigeria and bridging gaps between global funding
systems and local realities, ultimately encouraging young
researchers to pursue impactful and sustainable scientific work.

|

Physical Sciences, Engineering, and
Technology Working Group

@WEBINAR On:

Navigating the frontiers of research funding: Global opportunities
and local realities in technology, engineering and physicalsciences

Excwueme Federal University, Ndufu Alike,
Department of Chemistry. Faculty of Physical Science:

PROF. TEMITOPE ONUMINYA
University of Lagos
President, NYA

OMAS O. DANIEL

iogy
torking Group, NYA

Members’ Achievements: Reported Appointments,
Promotions, Awards,
Fellowships, Scholarships, Grants, Publications, Patents.

S/N | Name Ach / pr / patents etc Date
1.| Dr Oluwakayode | Promoted to Senior Lecturer at Ahmadu Bello | October, 2025
Micheal ONI University, Zaria

He also started his postdoctoral fellowship at | January, 2026
North West University, South Africa.

2.| Dr. Halleluyah | Won 2026-2027 IEEE SPARX Grant. The award is a | February, 2026
Oluwatobi AWORINDE | $10,000 worth grant by the IEEE Robotics and
Automation Society (RAS). The fund is intended for
collaborative research activities, visits to Prof.
Mary He's research lab at the University of Salford,
United Kingdom, and other project-related
expenses.

The IEEE Robotics and Automation Society (RAS)
introduced the Support Program to foster
Academic Relationships and eXchange (SPARX).
This initiative focuses on nurturing academic
excellence and research collaboration in
Computing, Robotics, and Automation by
connecting faculty members from developing
countries and countries at risk with distinguished
RAS mentors to elevate their research and
publishing efforts at RAS conferences and
journals.
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Dr Owolabi Mutolib | Won a grant of 22,580 euros from International | February, 2026
BANKOLE Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Vienna, Austria to
conduct a project at Adekunle Ajasin University,
Akungba-Akoko, Nigeria

Also started a research fellowship with Polish | March, 2026
National Agency for Academic Exchange (ULAM
the Department of
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