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frica is the world's second largest and 
second most populous continent Aafter Asia in both categories. Africa's 

population is the youngest globally with an 
average age of about 20 years old, and the 
continent hosts a large diversity of 
ethnicities, cultures and languages. 
However, the continent is bedevilled with 
myriad of challenges including but not 
limited to poverty, diseases, lack of 
infrastructure and corruption. To tackle 
these problems, Africans often look toward 
the West for solutions. To change this ugly 
trend, the University of Pretoria, South 
Africa in conjunction with a number of 
stakeholders launched the Future Africa 
Institute.

This edition of the NYA newsletter 
presents the highlight of the launchof the 
Future Africa Institute and other related 
stories. This event was preceded by the 
organization of three workshops namely 
Africa Science Leadership Programme 
(ASLP), Science Advice for Policy workshop 
and Transdisciplinary Research workshop. 
The NYA was represented at the launch as 
four members and four fellows of the 
Academy were present.

It is also worthy of note that four 
members of the Academy were recently 
promoted to the professorial cadre. The 
honouring of a distinguished and world 
renowned Professor of Mathematics (Prof. 
Aderemi Kuku) with Lifetime Achievement 
award by the premier University of Ibadan, 
is also presented in this edition.

These and many more are what lies 
ahead in this edition of the NYA newsletter. 
On behalf of the Publicity Committee of 
the Nigerian Young Academy, I present this 
newsletter to you and wish you a happy 
reading.   
 
Idowu Kazeem, PhD
Publicity Secretary 

All comments and enquiries should be 
directed to the: 
Nigerian Young Academy 
c/o Executive Secretary 
The Nigerian Academy of Science 
8A Ransome-Kuti Road 
University of Lagos, Akoka, Lagos
www.nigerianyoungacademy.org
nyacademy1@gmail.com
www.twitter.com/contactNYA
www.facebook.com/contactNYA

EDITORIAL

Newsletter

he Minister of Science and 
Technology of the Republic of TSouth Africa, Mmamoloko 

Kumayi-Ngubane, stated that contrary to 
the previous method of seeking solutions 
from the Western world, Africans can 
now find solutions to African challenges. 
She stated this at the official launch of the 
Future Africa Institute at the University 

th
of Pretoria on Friday 29  March, 2019. 
She further alluded to the fact that the 
occasion was a “timely response to 
placing science, technology and 
innovation at the centre of Africa's 
development”.

Present at the event are four 
members of the Nigerian Young 
Academy, namely Drs. Temitope 
Olomola (President), Isoken Igbinosa 
(Vice-President), Idowu Kazeem 
(Publicity Secretary) and Anthony Orji. 
Four fellows of the Academy were also 
in attendance, including two former 
Presidents; Drs. Abidemi Akindele and 
Emmanuel Odjadjare. Others are Drs. 
Etinosa Igbinosa (Chairman, 2016 
Conference Organising Committee) and 

Opeyemi Ayinde (immediate past 
Chairperson, Social Sciences and 
Humanities Working Group). 

The Future Africa Institute is a 
purpose-built campus with state of the art 
facilities such as accommodation for 
both postgraduate students and visitors, 
modern conference centre as well as 
break-away rooms for syndicate 
sessions. Other features of the campus 
include research commons, dining hall 
and edible crop-garden.

On his part, the Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of Pretoria (which host the 
Future Africa Institute), Prof. Tawana 
Kupe said “Future Africa is becoming 
and will become an agent of change that 
will revolutionise knowledge creation in 
Africa and by Africans and their global 
collaborators to transform lives, sectors 
and industries, societies and nations; by 
making a contribution to the global 
archive of life-affirming knowledge”.  
He urged researchers to “stay at home, in 
Africa and help us build and rebuild our 
societies. At the University of Pretoria, 
our call is a pan-African one, and we are 
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FUTURE AFRICA INSTITUTE: 
AFRICANS FINDING SOLUTIONS 
TO AFRICAN CHALLENGES – MINISTER

The Minister of Science and Technology of the Republic of South Africa, Mmamoloko 
Kumayi-Ngubane while addressing the audience at the launch of the Future Africa 

Institute at the University of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa. 



making research opportunities available at Future 
Africa across the continent.”

One of the Guest Speakers and President of the 
African Institute of Mathematics, Prof. Thierry 
Zomahoun opined that things are rapidly changing 
to the extent that no one is sure of the nature of the 
industries the teeming youth population from 
Africa will work in, and necessary skills required. 
As such, initiatives like Future Africa are so 
important to empower scientists with the new 

st
generation of skills set for the 21  century.

The conference centre of the Future Africa 
Institute was filled to capacity as many 
distinguished academics, researchers and policy 
makers across Africa were present. It is worthy of 
note that as prelude to this launch, three 
programmes took place concurrently on the 
campus. These are the Africa Science Leadership 

(L-R): Drs. Abidemi Akindele, Etinosa Igbinosa, Emmanuel Odjadjare, Opeyemi Ayinde, 
Isoken Igbinosa, Temitope Olomola, Anthony Orji and Idowu Kazeem, at the launch of 

the Future Africa Institute at the University of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa

wo members of the Nigerian Young Academy (NYA) were 
selected as fellows of the Africa Science Leadership TProgramme (ASLP) 2019. The duo of Drs Idowu Kazeem and 

Anthony Orji attended the leadership programme held at the Future 
Africa Campus, University of Pretoria, Pretoria, South Africa from 

nd th th22  to 27 March 2019. They are part of the 5  cohort of fellows 
selected for the programme which started in the year 2015. This 
brings to twelve the number of members and fellows of the Academy 
who are ASLP fellows.

Dr Idowu Kazeem is the Publicity Secretary of the Nigerian 
Young Academy. He holds a PhD in Biochemistry and is a Senior 
Lecturer in the Department of Biochemistry, Lagos State University, 
Lagos, Nigeria. He specialises in drug discovery from medicinal 
plants and foods. Dr. Anthony Orji, on the other hand, obtained a PhD 
in Economics and lectures in the Department of Economics, 
University of Nigeria, Nsukka, Nigeria. His research interest include 
development economics, macroeconomics and energy economics.

The ASLP 2019 fellows consist of twenty distinguished early 
career researchers selected across all regions of Africa. The theme of 
the programme is 'Leading a new paradigm for African Science' and 
was characterized by several motivating and educative sessions 
including lectures, group discussions, reflections, personality 

profile, and syndicate sessions. Facilitators included Prof. Bernard 
Slippers (Director), Prof. Stephanie Burton (DVC Research & 
Postgraduate Studies), Dr Connie Nshemereirwe (Co-Chair of the 
Global Young Academy and Secretary General of the Uganda 
National Young Academy) and Eschar Mizrachi. 
The ASLP is an initiative of the University of Pretoria in partnership 
with the Global Young Academy and support of the Robert Bosch 
Foundation. It serves early to mid-career researchers in all fields of 
knowledge including sciences, social science, arts and humanities. 
The programme is aimed at growing African academics in the areas 
of thought leadership, team development, engagement and 
collaboration, with the intention of enabling them solve complex 
issues facing Africa and the globe.

Programme 2019, Science Advice for Policy workshop and 
Transdisciplinary Research workshop. 

The Science of Under-developing Nigeria (3)
Excerpt from the Keynote address delivered at the 1st NYA Conference 
and General Assembly on the 30th August 2010 at the Federal University 
of Technology, Owerri, Nigeria. By Prof. Oyewale Tomori

What is  Nigeria 
getting from her 
s c i e n c e  a n d  
technology? 

In 1990, Professor Wole Soyinka, Nigeria's 
first and so far, only Nobel Laureate came at 
the invitation of the Postgraduate Institute for 
Medical Research (PIMRAT), College of 
Medicine, Ibadan, at a time when I was the 
Director,  to  del iver  a  lecture on 
contemporary Nigerian issues. It was a 
typical Soyinka lecture: incisive, to the point, 

hitting the nail squarely on the head, and 
timely. At the end of the lecture, Professor 
Soyinka revealed that he wrote the lecture in 
1975. That the lecture was still relevant in 
1990, 15 years later, tells much about the 
absence of progress or rather outright 
deterioration of our social condition. In 
preparing this lecture, I went back into 
history and found newspaper articles, I wrote 
in the 1980s and 1990s, which are as still as 
relevant today as they were in the 1980s and 
1990s when I first wrote them. Let me now 

illustrate the quality of life the Nigerian 
society is getting from her science, with two 
examples. These two examples are 
electricity, and health. 
Supply of electric power  
Distinguished audience, please picture this 
scenario. Nigerians are all congregated by 
the mouth of a long tunnel, at the end of this 
dark and long tunnel is NEPA! I need not say 
much more, but I will. Let me be fair to the 
NEPA of 2001. In the Guardian Newspaper 
of 22 December 2001, the NEPA Technical 
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Drs Kazeem and Orji 
become ASLP Fellows

 A cross section of the 5th Cohort of Fellows of the Africa Science Leadership 
Programme held at the Future Africa Campus, University of Pretoria, South Africa. 



NAS CORNER
detriment of the society. That person 
could be a scientist, he could be a 
politician, or may be a civil servant. 
Ten years ago, Professor Lucas 
described the Nigeria's health system 
as sick, blind, deaf and impotent. 
Today it is more of each of the four 
descriptive words.
The Nigerian Scientist
Let me share with you some of my 
thoughts on why science has been so 
irrelevant in the consideration of the 
Nigerian society?  These thoughts 
form the basis of a paper I presented 
at the plenary session of the 10th 
International Congress of Virology 
in Jerusalem in 1996. The title of the 
paper was “Africa: Verdant Pasture 
for Newly Emerging and Re-

”Emerging Viral Diseases .  I quote 
“The African scientist is a talented 
expert who has become largely 
irrelevant to the needs and 
aspirations of his society. From the 
onset, the African scientist was 
trained in a system that assumed it 
understood the peculiar needs of his 
people. Be he a doctor or an engineer, 
he is well versed in techniques and 
methodology of science, but not in 
its adaptation for the needs of the 
society that paid for his education 
and training. He is measured against 
a "global standard" that hardly 
addresses the situation in his society. 
He struggles vainly to catch up with 
the world of technology, getting 
farther and farther away from his 
society; becoming an alien to their 
yearnings, aspirations and hopes. As 
gigantic technological strides are 
taken in other parts of the world, the 
African scientist must decide 
whether to run a race in pursuit of the 
other world and away from his 
society. In the end, he succumbs or 
he is forced to crawl in an unending 
and unequal  race  af ter  h is  
counterparts from the western world. 
In the process, the African society 
suffers, deprived of the expertise of 
indigenous scientists.  Back home, 
the situation is worsened by a 
government, which prefers and 
would rather depend on foreign 
e x p e r t i s e  a n d  c o n s u l t a n t s .   
Disdained, disregarded, discarded 
and without the facility, or funds to 
perform effectively, the African 
scientist becomes a piece of costly 
but counterfeit ornament, hanging in 
no man'sland, a special one way 
t icket ,  non-reroutable ,  non-
refundable and non-transferable”. 
Professor Oyewale Tomori, is a 
retired Professor of Virology, former 
Vice Chancellor of Redeemer's 
University, Ede, as well as a Fellow 
and Former President of the 
Nigerian Academy of Science (NAS). 

Board Chairman, Mr. Liyel Imoke, 
declared that NEPA's power 
generation rose from, 1,600 
megawatts to 3,300 megawatts. This, 
he said “was a world record”. World 
record or not, without a reliable 
power supply, everything from 
industry to education will grind to a 
halt. Computers cannot be booted on 
kerosene lamps, nor can the wheels 
of industry run on firewood. In the 
hospitals, you do not carry out 
operations with untamed power of 
sunlight, nor run diagnostic tests by 
energy derived from the whistling 
sound of a gusty wind. We certainly 
cannot keep vaccines potent with 
candlelight, nor guarantee that the 
children we vaccinate with such 
impotent vaccines are protected 
against the disease for which the 
vaccine was given in the first place. 
We therefore end up with vaccinated 
children that are not immunized. Can 
we ever count the cost of equipment, 
gadgets ruined by our unreliable 
power supply? Can we put price to 
lives lost in our country at home and 
in health centres to unreliable, 
unpredictable, defective, fickle, 
erratic and capricious power supply?  
Without a reliable power base, we 
may as well forget our hope for 
development. 
Health issues
Let us look at the health of the nation. 
One of our recent Ministers of Health 
once described the status of our 
health as worsening. That was the 
greatest understatement of the year. 
He should have told us that our 
health situation is in tatters. Any 
wonder 100 of 1000 children die 
before they reach the age of one year, 
and 195  of 1000 children die, yes, 
die before they can start primary 
schools. Our Minister of health told 
us that up to 1,100 of our mothers out 
of 100,000 die from a disease called 
childbirth! The last time we saw 
figures like these, John Rankine was 
Governor of Western Region and our 
respected Nnamdi Azikwe of blessed 
memory was the Editor of West 
African Pilot. Each of the 217 
children that never made it to one 
year is not a statistic, but the child of 
someone, a potential doctor, a future 
eng inee r,  o r  a  p rospec t ive  
economist. Each mother that dies 
from childbirth is someone's wife, 
another person's mother, and a sister 
to yet another person. It could be that 
we do not have enough doctors to 
work in our hospitals, or it could be 
that we are not providing them with 
the materials to practice their trade. 
May be we are not allocating enough 
funds for our health care, or someone 
somewhere is using what is allocated 
to care of him or herself, to the 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
FOR PROF. ADEREMI KUKU

On the occasion of the celebration of her 
70th Anniversary, the University of Ibadan 
honoured Prof. Aderemi Kuku the Lifetime 
Achievement award, in recognition of his 
great feat nationally, continentally and 
globally. The award signed by the 
institution's Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Abel 
Olayinka, was presented to Prof. Kuku on 
the 16th November 2018.

Born March 20, 1941 in Ijebu-Ode 
(Ogun State), Prof. Kuku attended Eko Boys 

High School, Lagos and Abeokuta Grammar School respectively 
for his secondary school certificate and Higher School Certificate 
education. He later obtained the University of London B.Sc. 
(Special Honours) degree in Mathematics in 1965 at Makerere 
University College (then a college of the University of London). He 
also obtained his M.Sc. (1968) and Ph.D. (1971) in Mathematics 
from the University of Ibadan, with his Ph.D. thesis written in 
Columbia University (New York).

Professor Kuku began his teaching career at the University 
of Ife (now Obafemi Awolowo University) in 1965 before 
transferring to the University of Ibadan (1968) where he became a 
full Professor of Mathematics in 1982, Head of the Mathematics 
Department (1983-86), and Dean of Post-Graduate School (1986-
90). He was also the Foundation Chairman of the Committee of 
Deans of Post-Graduate Schools in Nigerian Universities (1987-
1990). He was President of the African Mathematical Union (AMU) 
for nine years (1986-95), and was made in 1995, a Honorary 
President of AMU by AMU General Assembly in Morocco in 
appreciation of his meritorious services to the union.
After an illustrious career at Ibadan, he was, from 1995 to 2003, a 
Professor of Mathematics at the International Centre for 
Theoretical Physics (ICTP), Trieste, Italy, from where he retired in 
2003. He was a Member, Institute of Advanced Study (IAS) 
Princeton, New Jersey, USA (2003-4); Visiting Research 
Professor, Mathematical Science Research Institute (MSRI) 
Berkeley, California, USA (1992 & 2004); Visiting Professor, 
Cornell University Ithaca, New York, USA (1993); Distinguished 
Visiting Professor, Miami University Oxford, Ohio, USA (2005-6); 
and William W.S. Clayton Endowed Professor of Mathematics, 
Grambling State University, Louisiana, USA (2009-2014). He was 
also a Visiting Professor, Howard University, Washington DC, 
USA (1994); Visiting Professor, Max Planck Institute for 
Mathematics, Bonn, Germany (1994 & 2007); Visiting Professor, 
Ohio State University Columbus, Ohio, USA (2005); and Visiting 
Professor, IHES, Paris, France (2006). 

Professor Kuku's mathematical research contributions, over 
the years, have focused on Commutative and Non-commutative 
Algebra /Arithmetic/Geometry through methods of K- theory, 
Cyclic homology, encompassing Algebra, Number theory, 
Representation theory, Algebraic Topology, Operator Algebras, 
Algebraic Geometry and Differential Geometry.

With over 85 publications in world-leading journals in 
mathematics, as well as over 10 books and monographs to his 
credit, Professor Kuku holds recognition as: Foundation Fellow, 
American Mathematical Society (2012-); Fellow, The World 
Academy of Sciences (TWAS, 1989-); Member, European 
Academy of Arts, Science and Humanities (1986-); Fellow, African 
Academy of Science (1986-, President 2014-2017); Fellow, 
Nigerian Academy of Sciences (1989- Sec, Physical sciences, 
1990-91); Foreign Fellow, Mongolian Academy of Sciences (2005-
); Honorary President, African Mathematical Union (for life, 1995-); 
Foundation Fellow, Nigerian Mathematical Society (2015-),and 
Fellow, Mathematical Association of Nigeria (1987-). He is a 
recipient of the Nigeria's National Honour of Officer of the Order of 
the Niger (OON), as well as the Nigerian National Order of Merit 
(NNOM), which is the highest award for intellectual 
accomplishment in Nigeria, awarded by the President of Nigeria.
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The Annals of Science and Technology (AST), a journal of the Nigerian 
Young Academy (NYA), hereby calls for the submission of manuscripts 
for publication in its next issue.
The journal is indexed and abstracted by many reputable outlets 
including Google Scholar, EBSCO Discovery Service, J-Gate, 
ReadCube, Baidu Scholar, CNKI Scholar (China National Knowledge 
Infrastructure), Naviga (Softweco), KESLI-NDSL (Korean National 
Discovery for Science Leaders), Naviga (Softweco), Promi Central 
(ExLibris), Summon (Serial Solutions/ProQuest), TDNet and WorldCat 
(OCLC).
AST publishes both theoretical and experimental high quality articles 
twice a year. It publishes research articles, state of the art reviews and 
short communications in the fields of biological, health, chemical, 
mathematical and physical sciences, as well as engineering and 
technology. More information on the journal such as submission 
guidelines can be found in the link below:
https://content.sciendo.com/view/journals/ast/ast-overview.xml

1. FLAIR Fellowships
Future Leaders – African Independent Research 
(FLAIR) Fellowships are for talented African 
early career researchers who have the potential 
to become leaders in their field. These 
fellowships provide the opportunity to build an 
independent research career in a sub-Saharan 
African institution and to undertake cutting-edge 
scientific research that will address global 
challenges facing developing countries.
For details, visit: 
https://aasciences.ac.ke/calls/flair-fellowships
Deadline: 15th May 2019

2. Fulbright African Research Scholar 
Program
The Fulbright African Research Scholar 
Program (ARSP) also known as the Fulbright 
Visiting Scholar Program is a research 
fellowship award grants to foreign academics or 
professionals to conduct advanced research at 
U.S. institutions. Two categories of grants are 
offered under The Fulbright Visiting Scholar 
Program:  Research Grants and Program and 
Curriculum Development Grants.
For details, visit:
h t t ps : / / ng .usembassy.gov /educa t i on -
culture/exchange-programs/fulbright-african-
research-scholar-program-arsp/
Deadline: 1st June 2019

3. TWAS Fellowships
The World Academy of Sciences (TWAS) 
advertises call for submission of application for 

FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS
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t was a 
harvest of 
joy as Drs I
A k h e r e  

Omonkhua  
and Festus 
Okoye were 
elevated to 
the coveted 
status and 
h i g h e s t  
a c a d e m i c  
rank of Professor by the University of Benin, Benin City, and 
Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, respectively.

Prof. Omonkhua is a member of the Academy and served 
as the Chairman of the Central Organizing Committee (COC) 
of the 2018 Conference and General Assembly of the 
Academy. She also served as Sectional Editor (Biological 
Sciences) of the Annals of Science and Technology (an official 
journal of the NYA). She holds a PhD in Biochemistry 
(Toxicology) and specializes in medicinal plants and natural 
product research, with focus on antidiabetic and antimalarial 
plants. Prof. Omonkhua lectures in the Department of Medical 
Biochemistry, College of Medical Sciences of the University of 
Benin. 

Prof. Okoye is also a member of the Academy and holds a 
PhD in Pharmaceutical and Medicinal Chemistry. His areas of 
specialities include Natural Products Medicinal Chemistry, 
Nanomedicinal Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Biotechnology. 
Prof. Okoye is the immediate past Head of Department of 
Pharmaceutical and Medicinal Chemistry, College of 
Pharmacy of the Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka.

AST PLATFORM
PROMOTIONS & APPOINTMENTS

Drs Okoye and Omonkhua 
become Professors

Profs Akhere Omonkhua and Festus Okoye (Left to right)

he duo 
of Drs 
TemitoT
p e  

J a i y e o l a  
and Enitome 
Bafor were 
r e c e n t l y  
promoted to 
the position 
of Associate 
Professors in 
O b a f e m i  Awolowo University, Ile-Ife and University of 
Benin, Benin-City, respectively.
Dr Jaiyeola is a member of the Nigerian Young Academy and 
presently serves as an Ex-Officio II in the Executive Council. He 
is also the Chairman of the Physical Sciences and Engineering 
working group, as well as the Sectional Editor (Mathematical 
Sciences) of the Annals of Science and Technology (an official 
journal of the NYA). Dr Jaiyeola holds a PhD in Mathematics 
and teaches in the Department of Mathematics, Obafemi 
Awolowo University, Ile-Ife, Nigeria. He specializes in Non-
Associative Algebraic Systems (Quasigroups and Loops) and 
their Applications to Cryptography, Hyper-Algebraic 
structures.
Dr Enitome Bafor on her part, is a member of the Academy 
and is of the Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology, 
Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Benin, Benin City. She holds 
a PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences from the University of 
Strathclyde, United Kingdom and her research interest is in 
Reproductive Health and Ethnopharmacology. She also won 
the Prof. Friday Okonofua National Young Scientist's Prize in 
Health Sciences in 2017 instituted by the NYA. She is currently 
the Deputy of her Faculty.

Drs Jaiyeola and Bafor 
become Associate Professors

Drs Temitope Jaiyeola and Enitome Bafor (Left to right)

Call for submission of manuscripts

several postgraduate and postdoctoral 
fellowships which are tenable in one of the 
following countries: India, Malaysia, Pakistan, 
South Africa and Thailand. 
For details, visit: 
https://twas.org/opportunities/fellowships

4. Intra-Africa Academic Mobility Scheme
The Intra-Africa Academic Mobility Scheme 
supports higher education cooperation between 
countries in Africa. The scheme aims to promote 
sustainable development and ultimately 
contribute to poverty reduction by increasing the 
availability of trained and qualified high-level 
professional manpower in Africa.
For details, visit: 
https://eacea.ec.europa.eu/intra-
africa/funding/intra-africa-academic-mobility-
scheme-2019_en
Deadline: 12th June 2019

5. West Africa Science Leadership 
Programme
The West Africa Science Leadership 
Programme (W-ASLP), in partnership with the 
African Science Initiative (ASI), is organising a 
three-day workshop as part of a joint career 
development and leadership initiative for early 
career African scientists.
For details, visit: 
http://www.waccbip.org/call-for-applications-
west-africa-science-leadership-programme-
african-science-initiative-w-aslp-asi-workshop/
Deadline: 15th May 2019

ENQUIRIES:

For more information, contact

Abiodun Egbetokun, PhD

aaegbetokun@gmail.com 

+2348053387246

Further details will be communicated in due course
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9TH 
NIGERIAN YOUNG ACADEMY 

 CONFERENCE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
NYA

Theme:

DATE: Mon. 26th - Wed. 28th August, 2019

NEWS AND EVENTS


